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The hamarwsr-f tta MillS Fish Paddets

N UamariScotias place of an abindance of a.'ewwes
- ; rvesting und deterinration of the fish ladder, th

X wlewife population had seriously declined since 1950, In 1993, the to

of Nobleharo Bnd Newcastle legiskided an cight year moralorism on

catching or disturbing alewives during their spring spawning.
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The Alewives and
Damariscotta Mills '

The annual migration of alewives in this area dates back (o
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[ protected the alewives' o ileir
grounds in Damariscona [ake.
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M one knows exictly hiow the alewives “koow"™ which stream
or river to swim up to return (o the fresh water pond or lake in

which they were born, What Is knmwn, is that af sexoal maiority
13-4 yeurs), some new foree drives the alewives (o retumn to the
pluce of their birth in mid - spring to spewn.

v Peyginnimg in the early 1%00s, the alewives hsd been harvested
Dy haannd et and @ thiriving enterprise developed catching and

] elther smoking or plekling them for vear-round consumption 1‘““
h bty Bscadly and around the world. In the Late 19405, mechanical e alewile spemds muont of i Nle fn the peean b k
dippers with cleciric bilsts were installed to increase the harvests, - houls. T i helieved tha ewl i tal
" i - Thiese remuin standing at the base of the ish bdder. e D D A
- - i E ' wuters near the fresh waters where they were hatched.
The Alewife ™ 58 i L 2 #

Alosa psoudoharengus " { A ~ = / v i ocal
el i . 2" \ z i w - "L ‘t:L i » ¢ / . T fsh ladeler i maintained by logal volunteers and
I mtis y : ]

2 o wrganizations to assure safe passage of the alewives on
_ The alewife is knawn by muny other o inehuging “H‘ - e ", e ihelr journey from e secan b iheie fnal destination
sawhelly, wall-cved herring. hig-cyed Inrrlng apring - J " -

The alewile belongs o the same Tamily is the herring and shad. They are
anadromans, that is, they grow in sall water, but spawn (reprodace) in
fresh water, They are 10 to 12 inches in length, with he female being
alightly larger Uhain the male. Males are identified by theki Ughter oolar.

Dher time, the sk ladder has shonly decayed, with rocks Galling
into the resting pools or partially blocking the Naw of water, and
leaks develnping in e walls. In 195 many Tocal residenis and
arra associatons jolned together o restore the Osh ladder. A boeal

The Fish Ladder

= Construction of the original fishway was begun in . ] !
1807 and hus evolved to the present configuration . FRRIR repaired the walls and dug sut the I'l'ﬂlﬂﬁ poss, The
of the 42' vertical useent from Great Sall Bay o .4 ol walls were scaled with Gunnite.
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Dramarisootti Lake.




